US History
Progressive Politicians

Learning Target:


I can identify and explain progressive reform enacted during Roosevelt's presidency.

3.  Progressive Reform Under Roosevelt

Regulating Business: 

“We don’t wish to destroy corporations but we do wish to make the serve the public good.” 

How did Roosevelt achieve this reform?

1.  Trustbusing:


-Trust – Arrangement grouping several companies under a single board of 

                           directors to eliminate competition and to regulate production.


-Sherman Anti-Trust Act – Law prohibiting monopolies and trusts that restrained 

                                                          trade.

Northern Securities Company Case:

-Roosevelt launched a trustbusting campaign filing 44 suits

-“We draw the line against misconduct, not against wealth.”
2.  Labor

The United Mine Workers Strike and The Square Deal:

The Strike –

Conservatives vs. Progressives –

Roosevelt Intervenes –

The Square Deal –

3.  Food & Drug Regulation:

-By 1900s it became clear many drug companies, food processors, and meat packers were 

  selling dangerous products to the public

Meatpacking Industry –

-The Jungle by Upton Sinclair


-Meat Inspection Act

Food & Drug Safety –
-Chemicals added to spoiled food to make it look & smell fresh
-Drug companies sold worthless health tonics that actually cured no symptoms

-Pure Food & Drug Act

4.  Conservationism:
-Roosevelt’s most enduring legacy – his work in the conservation movement
-1800s through the early 1900s public land was being destroyed by business pursuits


-Farmers and leveled forests, cattle overgrazed the Great Plains, Coal mines polluted


 water supply, lumber companies did not replant trees, cities dumped sewage in river

Gifford Pinchot – 
Roosevelt’s Solution:

