US History
Progressive Politicians

Learning Target:

I can explain the goals of progressivism and its attempt to change America for the better.
1.  The Origins of Progressivism
Goals of Progressivism –

1. Protecting Social Welfare

2. Promoting Moral Improvement

3. Creating Economic Reform

Social Welfare:


-Social welfare reformers wanted to soften the harsh realities of industrialization

Promoting Moral Improvement:


-Reformers who believed morality was more important than workplace reformers
Creating Economic Reform


-Severe economic panic in 1893 pushed some to question capitalism and go to socialism


-Most progressives distanced themselves from socialism but agreed with many criticisms

Progressive Election Reform –

The Progressive Goal –


-Break the power of the political machine bosses by reforming the election process


-“Give the government back to the people!” – Rallying cry of the Progressives

Four Steps To Election Reform –

1.  Direct Primary Election -

2.  Seventeenth Amendment -

3.  Ballot Reform -

4.  
A.  Initiative – 

B. Referendum – 

C. Recall – 

