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Document A: Woodrow Wilson Speech #1 (Modified)

The people of the United States are drawn from many nations, and
chiefly from the nations now at war. It is natural and inevitable that some
will wish one nation, others another, to succeed in the momentous
struggle.

Such divisions among us would be fatal to our peace of mind and might
seriously stand in the way of our duty as the one great nation at peace,
the one nation ready to play a part of mediator and counselor of peace.

The United States must be neutral in fact, as well as in name, during
these days that are to try men's souls. We must be impartial in thought, as
well as action.

Source: President Woodrow Wilson, in a speech before Congress, August 19, 1914.

\’ Vocabulary

| mediator: someone who helps two groups reach an agreement
impartial: taking no sides




